Today’s Message

Reformation Sunday

“The Joy of Receiving God’s Blessings”
Rev. Dr. Larry W. Tieman - November 13, 2016

Catch up on past sermons you may have missed at:
www.immanuelcl.org/media-resources

New Here... Welcome! \

If you are new to Immanuel Lutheran Church and School, Connecting
we would love to meet you! Be sure to stop by our “Connection A Connection card helps us to get to know you! We like to send

Center” where a welcome gift is waiting for you, and thanks  a thank you for visiting us, and to help you find classes or

for sharing worship with us today! connections that might best fit what you are looking for.
What’s Happening: I’d like to Know More

You can always keep in touch with what’s happening by We would love to answer your questions! Call the church
checking in at our website: www.immanuelcl.org office or email: mwolowiec@immanuelcl.org

Qervice Times: Saturday Evenings, 6:00pm Historic Church ° Sunday Mornings 8:00 - 9:30 - 11:00 Pathway Court y

SERMON NOTES “If you want to make a man happy for a short time
I. LET’S COMPARE JOY AND HAPPINESS add to his riches, but ifyou want to make a man
joyful, content, and at peace take away from his
desires.” (Epicurus modified)

II. PRACTICAL ISSUES

A. Meaning

1. Happinessisan e

) ) A. The world is great at s and receiving
2. Joy is feeling ¢ to God or people. .
- happiness .
B. Causes . .
B. The world is not very good at receiving

1. Happiness comes from e b with joy.

EXperiences. C.w is not us giving, but us receiving.
2. Joy comes from s experiences. 1. God’s f
C. Effect 2. God's W
1. Happiness shows itself through an o D.S is NOT us giving to God.

expression. E.lth and e with realizing what God
2. Joy shows itself through an i peace. has given to us!
D. Time Period “For God so loved the world that He gave His only

) ) begotten Son!”
1. Happinessis t )

Qd Memorize 1 Corinthians 4:7

O Make a list of the blessings, both material and
spiritual, that you have received from God.

O Attend worship the next two weeks to
experience the “Joy of Generosity.”

Memory Verse
“For who sees anything different in you?
What do you have that you did not receive?
If then you received it, why do you boast as if
you did not receive it?” -1 Cor. 4:7




Coming Up at >>
Immanuel

Touching Hearts and Transforming Lives with the Light of Jesus Christ...

-y Just for Kids...
~% % PARENT NIGHT OUT

JUST FOR KIDS....PARENT NIGHT OUT! Kids and Parents alike with LOVE this upcoming Immanuel event! Sunday, Dec. 4 from 3-6 pm,
Immanuel Children’s Ministry will host its annual Parent Night Out. This event will be filled with organized large motor play in the gym, a Bible
Message, a short Bible-based movie, Christmas present making, snacks and pizza dinner! There is a $10 charge per child to cover the cost of
dinner and supplies. Parents can enjoy this time to yourselves shopping, eating out, cleaning or sleeping; whatever itis, enjoy! RSVP your child
(ren)'s attendance to Laura Gilleland at Igilleland @immanuelcl.org. (This event is for potty-trained 4 year olds through 11 year olds).

|

'~ Altar Flowers this week are in loving memory and celebration of the life of Sheryl Sue Cook by Tom & Sheila O’Malley

This weekend we celebrate the Baptism of Simon Christopher Linden at our 11 am worship service!

Spotlight!

Craft & Vendor Fair

. Friday, March 3, 2017
26th Annual Community Harvest! T
6-9pm
Don’t forget to get your bag on the way out of church ) )
today! Please fill the bag with donated items and Calling all Crafters and Vendors! If you would like to
return at any service next weekend. Cash and check displzjly your craft or busingss,' please contact Marlene
donations are also accepted and appreciated. McGinnis at marlene_mcginnis2000@yahoo.com.

Registration forms are also available in the office.

3 VOTERS MEETING — There will be an important Voters’ Meeting to call an Executive Pastor

Immanuel

TODAY following the 11 am worship service.

EXPERIENCING THE JOY OF GENEROSITY

Through our generosity, God can do extraordinary things. Through our giving, God changes lives, and in
changing them, transforms us. The practice of generosity describes the Christian’s unselfish willingness to give
in order to make a positive difference for the purposes of Christ.

May God bless us as we honor the Lord through our generosity.

Get the latest weekly Announcements, event postings, and information at: www.lmmanuelcl.org

* Families with Young Children: Changing tables are found in the washrooms down the hall on the left of the worship area.
Nursing Mom’s room is located behind the desk in the Library (doors on the back wall of worship area).
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Experiencing the Joy of Generosity!

The Joy of Receiving God’s Blessings
Daily Devotions

Theme verse: “What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you
boast as if you did not receive it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7).

Weekday Devotions:
Monday: Appreciating What We Have
Tuesday: What Belongs to God?
Wednesday: How the Steward Is Supported
Thursday: Receive with Thanksgiving
Friday: And Be Thankful

Monday
Appreciating What We Have

Scripture: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will in
Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

Epicurus, a Greek philosopher in the third century BC said, “If you want to make a man happy, add not to
his riches but take away from his desires.” When we desire less, we are more content with what we do have.
Coveting puts us in a state of discontentment with an insatiable appetite for more, making contentment
impossible. Those who are content enjoy what they have rather than complain about what they don’t have.
They are joyful for what they have received from God knowing that all of life is a gift.

The apostle Paul writes, “Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment...” (1 Timothy 6:6). Our
happiness is not dependent on what we have or own. Asaph, the Psalmist had an intimate relationship with
God who enabled him to be content with what he had provided. We would do well to meditate on his words,
“Whom have | in heaven but you? And earth has nothing on earth that | desire besides you. My flesh and
my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever” (Psalm 73:25-26).

Follow Paul’s directive in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing; give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is God’s will in Christ Jesus for you.” As you pray, thanking God for all his blessings,
especially the gift of his Son and his Word and Sacraments, you will find your heart and mind being filled
with more and more reason to give thanks to our wonderful Lord.

Prayer: Lord, thank you for your generosity to me. Help me to receive with a thankful heart. Amen.
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Tuesday
What Belongs to God?

Scripture: “What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you
did not receive it? (1 Corinthians 4:7)

A Sunday school teacher gave a bunch of stickers to each of her students. The stickers read, “This belongs
to Jesus.” They were to place the stickers on everything at home that they owned such as radios, bicycles,
roller blades, etc. These stickers were to remind them that all of these things actually belonged to Jesus and
to encourage them to use them in ways pleasing to Jesus.

As stewards, we acknowledge that who we are and what we have are gifts received from God. God’s Word
tells us that nothing actually belongs to us. “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and
those who dwell therein...” (Psalm 24:1). The air we breathe, the water we drink, the land we live on are
gifts we enjoy out of the overflow of God’s love. The love of God, the gift of God’s Son, Jesus, the forgiveness
of sins, the comfort of the Holy Spirit, and life eternal are gifts to us from God. This understanding that all
of life is a gift and that God owns everything prompts a shift in our understanding of stewardship. Through
faith, we see stewardship as receiving joyfully, managing responsibly, and sharing generously all that God
entrusts to us. What a privilege it is to receive, manage, and share what belongs to God.

What if we as adults were given that same sticker exercise as the Sunday school students? How many of us
would put stickers on the money in our purses or wallets to show that God is the owner of our money? How
many of us would put stickers on our calendars to show that this time belongs to Jesus? Everything
ultimately belongs to God. It isn’t the other way around at all. We only think it is.

Prayer: Dear Father, you are the source of every good and perfect gift for which | thank you. Amen.

Wednesday
How the Steward Is Supported

Scripture: “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence” (2 Peter 1:3).

God, the Father, the Giver of “every good and perfect gift...” (James 1:17) has provided for us everything we
need to carry out his commission to “make disciples of all nations...” (Matthew 28:19). This he does by his
Word and Sacrament through which we receive forgiveness of sins and life eternal. His Word shows us his
love expressed through his Son’s sacrifice on the Cross, his power which has conquered sin and death, and
his grace freely given to undeserving sinners.

We are God’s instruments through which he works. “Therefore, My dear friends...continue to work out your
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good
pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). Tapping into his strength, we can fulfill his purposes for our lives. As we receive
our Lord’s body and blood in Holy Communion, we are assured of our forgiveness and empowered to “walk
in a manner worthy of the Lord...” (Colossians 1:10).

Prayer: Dear Lord, you have indeed provided everything | need to support my body and life. Help me to
stand on your Word and partake of your Sacrament with gratitude for all your blessings to me. Amen.
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Thursday
Receive with Thanksgiving

Scripture: “For every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father...” (James
1:17).

The world is full of heartache. Heartaches of all kinds: financial difficulties, health problems, broken
relationships, job stresses. You can name more. Look around you, and often you can see hurt in people’s
eyes. More often, we learn to mask our hurt and present a “happy face.” The apostle Paul had plenty of
heartaches, too. He was beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, without a home of his own, in danger from the
elements, from enemies, and, sadly, in danger from false brothers. He suffered from hunger, the cold, and
lack of clothing. He felt the pressure of concern for the new churches he established and served. (See 2
Corinthians 11:16-33.)

In spite of his challenges, Paul knew that God was in control, and he taught the new Christians to depend
on God for all their needs: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6). That two-word phrase in the
middle is easy to miss: “with thanksgiving.” And why should we not pray with thanksgiving, knowing we
have a gracious God who delights to bless us! Why should we not pray with thanksgiving, knowing we have
a God who has spared not even his own Son (Romans 8:32)! Should we lose all, we still pray with
thanksgiving that nothing can separate us from our Savior (Romans 8:38-39).

Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, thank you for your promise to be with me and protect me. Help me to depend
upon you. In Jesus’ precious name | pray. Amen.

Friday
And Be Thankful

Scripture: “Give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

What have you had to give up in order to be a Christian? Have you lost any friends because you’re a believer?
What about your job? Are your children barred from getting an education because your family goes to
church regularly? Have your parents disowned you because you follow Christ?

A wealthy native of India came to faith in Christ. Almost immediately after becoming a Christian, all that he
owned was taken from him, and his wife and children would no longer have anything to do with him. He
was asked how he could bear these losses. He replied that many people had asked him that question, but
that none had asked how he could bear his joys. Certainly, this man found his joy in Christ and found reason
to be thankful. Those who belong to Christ always have a reason for gratitude, for, with Christ, we have
everything while, apart from him, we are destitute. The Apostle Paul tells us to let Christ’s peace reign in
our hearts “And be thankful” (Colossians 3:15).

Too often, when we pray we put an agenda before God. We tell him what we want him to take care of: find
that person a job, heal that other person, solve our money problems, and keep our kids safe. We add our
thanks as an afterthought. Try spending your whole prayer time offering thanks. The Bible tells us, “Give
thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). As his
stewards, we humbly and joyfully give him thanks.

Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to express my gratitude to you by what | say and do. In Jesus name | pray.
Amen.
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