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If you are new to Immanuel Lutheran Church and School,  

we would love to meet you! Be sure to stop by our “Connection 

Center” where a welcome gift is waiting for you, and thanks 

for sharing worship with us today! 

What’s Happening: 
You can always keep in touch with what’s happening by 

checking in at our website:  www.immanuelcl.org 

New Here… Welcome! 

Connecting 
A Connection card helps us to get to know you! We like to send     

a thank you for visiting us, and to help you find classes or 

connections that might best fit what you are looking for. 

I’d like to Know More 
We would love to answer your questions! Call the church  

office or  email:  mwolowiec@immanuelcl.org 

Service Times:  Saturday Evenings, 6:00pm Historic Church  ·  Sunday Mornings 8:00 - 9:30  - 11:00 Pathway Court * 

I. MANAGING GOD’S BLESSINGS  

A. Brings to mind the t_______, t_________, and 
t__________ God gives 

  1. J___ only comes when our hearts are dedicated.. 

  2. To furthering God’s k_________ and the benefit 
of o________. 

B. An unfailing p___________ 

  1. If we use the things entrusted to us for God’s     

p___________ 

  2. We will be b_______ here and in heaven. 

 C. A lot of us don’t understand the full i__________ 

 D. We  tend to focus on the wrong o__________ in 

the parable. 

  1. What if the parable is not about what we d__ 

with the talents?  

  2. What if the parable is about our a___________ to 

the Master? 

  3. This parable is really about our h__________! 

II. JESUS ENTRUSTS PORTIONS OF HIS KINGDOM  

  A. The Gospel is the great t__________ Jesus 

entrusts to us. 

  B. Some of the servants have been faithful and have 

born f______. 

  C. One servant was unfaithful and had everything 

t______ away. 

  D. S_____________ is simply a matter of the heart. 

(2 Chron. 1:11) 

 1. Sin turned our hearts i__________. 

 2. The Spirit turns our hearts o_________ toward 

God and others. 

 3. The more we are focused on G____... 

 4. The more He focuses us on o________... 

 5. The more we understand the joy of managing 

God’s blessings! 

MY NEXT STEPS… 

Memorize Matthew 25:23. 

Make a plan to use the treasure God has given 
you to further His Kingdom and benefit others 
and share the “joy of the Master.”                                 

Attend worship next week to experience the 
“Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings.” 

Memory Verse 
“His Master replied, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many 

things.  Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’”   (Matthew 25:31) 

Today’s Message 

 Twenty-seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
“The Joy of Managing God’s Blessings” 

Rev. Dr. Larry W. Tieman ·  November 20, 2016 

SERMON NOTES 



Coming Up at >>   
>>  Sunday, November 20, 2016  -  Twenty-Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Touching Hearts and Transforming Lives with the Light of Jesus Christ... 

Immanuel Lutheran Church and School  ·  300 S Pathway Court  ·  Crystal Lake, IL  ·  Phone: 815.459.1441 

Get the latest weekly Announcements, event postings, and information at:  www.Immanuelcl.org 

* Families with Young Children:  Changing tables are found in the washrooms down the hall on the left of the worship area.  

Nursing Mom’s room is located behind the desk in the Library (doors on the back wall of worship area). 

JUST FOR KIDS….PARENT NIGHT OUT!   Kids and Parents alike with LOVE this upcoming Immanuel event!  Sunday, Dec. 4 from 3-6 

pm, Immanuel Children’s Ministry will host its annual Parent Night Out.  This event will be filled with organized large motor play in the 

gym, a Bible Message, a short Bible-based movie, Christmas present making, snacks and pizza dinner!  There is a $10 charge per child to cover 

the cost of dinner and supplies.  Parents can enjoy this time to yourselves shopping, eating out, cleaning or sleeping; whatever it is, 

enjoy!   RSVP your child(ren)’s attendance to Laura Gilleland at lgilleland@immanuelcl.org.  (This event is for potty-trained 4 year olds 

through 11 year olds).   

The Giving Tree is coming next week!! 

This year we will be asking for gift cards for our Christmas Giving 

Tree ministry as we reach out to families in need.  If you purchase gift 

cards through Manna, a percentage will go back to Immanuel, it’s a 

win-win situation!  See the Manna table in the foyer on Sunday or 

stop by the office during the week. 

 

 

  

EXPERIENCING THE JOY OF GENEROSITY 

Through our generosity, God can do extraordinary things.  Through our giving, God changes lives, and in 
changing them, transforms us.  The practice of generosity describes the Christian’s unselfish willingness to give 

in order to make a positive difference for the purposes of Christ. 

May God bless us as we honor the Lord through our generosity.   

PRAISE GOD!  As a congregation, we packed 220 shoes boxes for Operation Christmas Child.   

Funds were also raised to send all of the boxes.  This year, boxes from our area are going to Tanzania,  

Zambia, Saint Lucia, Madagascar, Zimbabwe, and Namibia.  Because of your generosity,  

220 kids will hear about the love of Jesus! 

Altar Flowers this week are in celebration of Kreagan Shipbaugh’s 6th Birthday by her family! 

This weekend we celebrate the Baptism of Isabella Marie Harlee Bond at our 11 am worship service! 

Ladies of Immanuel are invited to attend our 10th annual 
Advent By Candlelight on Friday, December 2nd at 7pm 
at The Pointe. If you would like to come and attend or if 
you would like to host a table, call Debbie Risner at 
815.347.6855 or email me at risnerfam27@sbcglobal.net to 
ask more questions.  Come and enjoy desserts, a speaker 
and enjoyable fellowship. We are collecting for families in 
need of hats, gloves and scarfs as our fee for the evening.   

mailto:lgilleland@immanuelcl.org
mailto:risnerfam27@sbcglobal.net
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Experiencing the Joy of Generosity! 
 

The Joy of Managing God’s Blessings 
Daily Devotions 

Theme verse: “Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy”  
(1 Corinthians 4:2). 

Weekday Devotions: 

Monday: Being a Faithful Steward 

Tuesday: Attitude toward Money 

Wednesday: Being Rich toward God 

Thursday: Learning to Be Content 

Friday:  Keeping our Focus 

Monday 

Being a Faithful Steward 

Scripture: “Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy” (1 Corinthians 4:7). 
 
What if your pastor asked you to give a testimonial about your life as God’s steward? If you were asked to 
share how you manage and care for God’s property, what would you say? Perhaps you’d say that, as a God-
pleasing steward, you acknowledge God as the creator and source of all things. As the creator of all, he owns 
everything. God’s property is on loan to us. As stewards, we are to manage what he has entrusted to us 
responsibly, joyfully, and for God’s purposes. You would go on to say that, as God’s stewards, we are not to 
be passive managers but active and involved, that we are caretakers and managers of God’s gifts so we are 
accountable for what we do with his gifts of time, talents, and money. You’d sum up your thoughts by 
declaring that stewards live lives expressing gratitude to God for both our created and redeemed lives. We 
live a life of saying “thank you” to God for his love and mercy. Stewardship is faith in action.  

To answer the question, “Are we being faithful stewards with our lives and gifts?” we may want to check 
our calendars and check registers. Faithful stewards would have times marked on their calendars for helping 
others, church meetings, and Bible studies. We would be spending time in prayer and attending worship 
services. Through faith, we try our best to use our time doing God’s will. Our check book registers would 
show weekly offerings being made to God through our church, and there would be some checks written to 
help the needy. Our calendars and check registers will show us where our priorities lie. 

God has blessed us stewards with many blessings, but the decision is ours whether or not we will use those 
gifts for the work of the Lord. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, God enables us to use our gifts faithfully 
and joyfully for his purposes. May God help us all to be the faithful stewards that he wants us to be. 
 
Prayer: Lord, grant me faith to be a committed and joyful steward of all you entrust to me. Amen. 
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Tuesday 
Attitude toward Money 

Scripture: “You cannot serve God and money” (Matthew. 6:24). 
 

The primary issue with money is attitude. While it is important to have good spending plans, to be wise 
investors, and to control credit, what matters most is our attitudes toward money. Do we possess 
possessions or do possessions possess us? Acknowledging God as the owner of our money and we as the 
caretakers of what he entrusts to us is a first step toward ensuring that our possessions are tools for our use 
rather than things that control us. As Christians, we are not honest if we use the disclaimer, “Jesus can have 
our hearts but not our money.” We can’t compartmentalize the Christian life. Our relationship with Christ 
impacts everything we think and do, including our money management. Money, more than anything else, 
can separate us from our heavenly Father. Money can be Satan’s best tool to deceive God’s people. Money 
has the power to change us and may win the battle for our hearts as we are deceived by the thought that 
more money is the answer to our financial problems instead of God. Having money and possessions can 
make us proud, crowd out the real God, and cause us to place our security in our financial well-being instead 
of our God (Proverbs 30:8-10). 

In the Parable of the Sower, Jesus said: “...the thorns (deceitfulness of wealth) grew up and choked [the 
Word]” (Mark 4:7). In Matthew 6:24 Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters … You cannot serve God and 
money.” As God’s people, we can’t have a foot in each kingdom. It is impossible to have two masters, so we 
must choose between God’s kingdom and the kingdom of the world. It is one or the other, not both.  

The world sees money as life’s report card and source of all happiness and security. In contrast, we, as 
faithful stewards, see money as a means to provide for our needs, to help others, and to further God’s 
kingdom. 

Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, help me to hold money loosely and to have a proper attitude toward it. Amen. 

 

Wednesday 
Being Rich toward God 
 

Scripture: “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15). 
 

In the Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21), Jesus warns us about the problem of greed. In this parable, 
Jesus tells about a wealthy and successful farmer who produced such a big crop that he made plans to tear 
down his existing barns and build bigger ones to store his abundant harvest. Basking in his success, he had 
no worries about his future as he looked forward to an easy retirement of eating, drinking, and being merry. 
We might admire him for his success, but God called him a fool, because God saw him as selfish and greedy. 
He ignored God as well as his neighbors, and God called him to account for his greed. The Rich Fool forfeited 
his life. “So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God” (verse 21), Jesus said. 

Jesus did not condemn the rich farmer because he had wealth, but he did condemn his wrong attitude 
toward his riches. His wealth had become the most important thing in his life. Through this parable, God is 
warning us about the problem of greed and our need to use our wealth properly. Rather than being rich 
toward money, God wants us to be “rich toward God.” In Luke 12:21, Jesus is telling his listeners that, if we 
store up things only for ourselves and are not “rich toward God,” we will have the same fate as the Rich 
Fool. In order to be “rich toward God” with our money, we need to acknowledge that God is the source of 
all that we have and to glorify God through the use of our money. 

 
Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to be rich toward you in how I view and use my money. Amen. 
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Thursday 
Learning to Be Content 
 

Scripture: “…in whatever situation I am to be content” (Philippians 4:11). 
 

The Apostle Paul had learned the secret of contentment, of being satisfied in every circumstance in which 
God placed him. Paul was in prison when he wrote the book of Philippians. He had been at the point of 
death several times. If anyone could have said he was in need or want, it was Paul. He had suffered much, 
yet he learned to be content “facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need” (Philippians 4:12). Like Paul, 
we, too, can learn contentment. The secret of contentment is gratitude for what God gives. 

Because many people are infatuated with things and have the desire to acquire more and more, they fall 
victim to discontentment. There is a correlation between “having more” and “wanting more.” Even though 
we are surrounded by material abundance, we don’t believe we have enough, so we are discontented. 

There are two ways we can strive to have enough. We can try to accumulate more, or we can learn to be 
satisfied with less. If we pursue the first way, accumulating more, we will discover that more is never 
enough. Those who have followed that route have found that money can’t buy lasting satisfaction. As hard 
as it is, we need to curb our desire for more by concentrating on the blessings we do have. Being satisfied 
with less and being willing to use what we have in God-pleasing ways are attitudes that contribute to our 
contentment. Those who have less and are content are better off than those who have much and always 
want more. But how can we be satisfied? The answer is found in the words of Jesus: “But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). 
 
Prayer: Lord, thank you for the wonderful blessings you have given to me. Help me to be content. Amen. 

   

Friday  
Keeping our Focus 
 

Scripture: “… for it is the time to seek the Lord…” (Hosea 10:12). 
 

Have you ever felt that life is so full of distractions and that there are such pulls on your time that you have 
lost your focus? As God’s stewards, our goal is to live our lives for God’s purpose according to his grace given 
us by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament. Getting our priorities straight and sticking to them is one 
of the most difficult tasks we face. We are called to be faithful and not misdirected by the world, our flesh, 
or Satan. “As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But 
just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do” (1 Peter 1:14-15). 

It is challenging, but, with God’s help, it is possible to keep God at the center of our busy lives. Because God 
promises that, when we call on him, he will give us the strength to overcome any temptations, we are able 
to say “yes” to him and “no” to the temptations of the world. God does not shield us from temptations, but 
he sustains us while we are facing them (1 Corinthians 10:13). With God’s help, we are able to recognize 
that much of life is meaningless when compared to the times we spend in God’s Word, prayer, and worship.  

We may ask ourselves the question, “Does the way I live my life reflect the importance of my relationship 
with God?” We may also ask, “Does my faith help focus my life or does my faith get lost in the blur of 
busyness and day-to-day routine?” Our goal is to keep “the main thing the main thing,” which is to love, 
serve, trust, and obey our heavenly Father. 

Prayer: Lord, help me to use my time wisely so I may glorify you. Guide me in your path. Amen. 

 


