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If you are new to Immanuel Lutheran Church and School,  

we would love to meet you! Be sure to stop by our “Connection 

Center” where a welcome gift is waiting for you, and thanks for 

sharing worship with us today! 

What’s Happening: 
You can always keep in touch with what’s happening by 

checking in at our website:  www.immanuelcl.org 

New Here… Welcome! 

Connecting 
A Connection card helps us to get to know you! We like to send     

a thank you for visiting us, and to help you find classes or 

connections that might best fit what you are looking for. 

I’d like to Know More 
We would love to answer your questions! Call the church  

office or  email:  mwolowiec@immanuelcl.org 

Service Times:  Saturday Evenings, 6:00pm Historic Church  ·  Sunday Mornings 8:00 - 9:30  - 11:00 Pathway Court * 

I. THE REAL STORY OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN  

  A. Go and do likewise. 

1. This sounds like pretty a_________ Christianity. 

2. How can we hope to be l____ the Good 

Samaritan? 

3. Remember the lawyer is hoping to e____ his 

way to heaven. 

4. He c______ and we c______! 

5. There is only one Good Samaritan—Jesus Christ! 

B. Jesus is the One who meets each of us on the 

r______. 

1. We are d_______ in our own sin. 

2. We  proclaim ourselves to be Gods e_________. 

C. Jesus stops and brings us to the Father for c____. 

D. The Father demands a steep p_________. 

E. Jesus suffers and dies to r_________ us. 

II. BECOME A FULLY DEVELOPED STEWARD 

 A. Let’s talk o________ and h__________ about 

stewardship. 

   1. We don’t talk e_________ about it! 

   2. It is a v_______ part of the Christian walk! 

 B. Giving is a part of our w__________.   

 C. Stewardship helps us to grow s____________. 

   1. Stewardship is a m_________ of our growth. 

   2. Giving requires that we t______ God. 

      D. Focus on the next s_______ rather than the 

f________ line. 

   1. Jesus will give you the joy and 

m_____________ you need. 

   2. G_______ and do likewise and become more 

like Jesus! 

My Next Steps… 

Memorize Luke 10:37 

Take the next step in your stewardship journey 
to be more like Jesus by filling out your 
commitment form and returning it next 
Sunday.                                

Attend worship next week to begin receiving 
the “Gifts of Christmas.” 

Memory Verse 
 

“Go, and do likewise.”    

(Luke 10:37) 

Today’s Message 

 Twenty-seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
“The Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings” 

Rev. Dr. Larry W. Tieman ·  November 27, 2016 

SERMON NOTES 



Coming Up at >>   
>>  Sunday, November 27, 2016  -  First Sunday in Advent 

Touching Hearts and Transforming Lives with the Light of Jesus Christ... 

Immanuel Lutheran Church and School  ·  300 S Pathway Court  ·  Crystal Lake, IL  ·  Phone: 815.459.1441 

Get the latest weekly Announcements, event postings, and information at:  www.Immanuelcl.org 

* Families with Young Children:  Changing tables are found in the washrooms down the hall on the left of the worship area.  

Nursing Mom’s room is located behind the desk in the Library (doors on the back wall of worship area). 

JUST FOR KIDS….PARENT NIGHT OUT!   Kids and Parents alike with LOVE this upcoming Immanuel event!  Sunday, Dec. 4 from 3-6 

pm, Immanuel Children’s Ministry will host its annual Parent Night Out.  This event will be filled with organized large motor play in the 

gym, a Bible Message, a short Bible-based movie, Christmas present making, snacks and pizza dinner!  There is a $10 charge per child to cover 

the cost of dinner and supplies.  Parents can enjoy this time to yourselves shopping, eating out, cleaning or sleeping; whatever it is, 

enjoy!   RSVP your child(ren)’s attendance to Laura Gilleland at lgilleland@immanuelcl.org.  (This event is for potty-trained 4 year olds 

through 11 year olds).   

The Giving Tree is here! 

This year we will be asking for gift cards for our Christmas Giving 

Tree ministry as we reach out to families in need.  If you purchase gift 

cards through Manna, a percentage will go back to Immanuel, it’s a 

win-win situation!  See the Manna table in the foyer on Sunday or 

stop by the office during the week. 

 

 

  

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS AND VENDORS! 

Spring Spotlight Craft & Vendor Fair is Friday, March 3 from 6—9 pm.  If you would like to display your crafts or 
business, please contact Marlene at marlene_mcginnis2000@yahoo.com.  Registration forms are also available 

in the office. 

 COMING UP!  THE GIFTS OF CHRISTMAS! BE HERE NEXT WEEK! 

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA FRUGALISTA STYLE!! 

Sunday, Dec. 4th at the Pointe from 2-5 pm.   Learn how to have a frugal and fabulous Christ-
mas with easy DIY tip and tricks!  You can also swap out a Christmas item  for something new 

for you!  Questions? Call Heather Marts at 847-525-2604 or heathermarts2002@yahoo.com 

Altar Flowers this week are in thankfulness for all God’s blessings, by Cathy & Russ Seegers. 

Ladies of Immanuel are invited to attend our 10th annual 
Advent By Candlelight on Friday, December 2nd at 7pm 
at The Pointe. If you would like to come and attend or if 
you would like to host a table, call Debbie Risner at 
815.347.6855 or email me at risnerfam27@sbcglobal.net to 
ask more questions.  Come and enjoy desserts, a speaker 
and enjoyable fellowship. We are collecting for families in 
need of hats, gloves and scarfs as our fee for the evening.   

mailto:lgilleland@immanuelcl.org
mailto:risnerfam27@sbcglobal.net
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Experiencing the Joy of Generosity! 
 

The Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings 
Daily Devotions 

Theme verse: “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us 
will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:11). 

Weekday Devotions: 

Monday: Blessings through Giving 

Tuesday: Giving from the Heart 

Wednesday: Overcoming Selfishness 

Thursday: Giving Honors God 

Friday:  The Spiritual Discipline of Giving 

 

Monday 

Blessings through Giving 
 

Scripture: “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully” (2 Corinthians 9:6). 
 

Every command God gives us is for our good, for the building up of the Church, and for the honor and glory 
of his name. God's command to give, to share with others the resources with which he has blessed us, 
follows the pattern of command linked to blessing. Throughout Scripture, when a command to give is stated, 
along with that command is a reference to the rewards that the giver will enjoy. These blessings come in 
many forms.  

“When Jesus was at Bethany…a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, 
which she poured on his head (and feet)...” (Matthew 26:6). Can we imagine the thoughts going through 
Jesus' mind as this woman gave such a precious, costly gift to him? His disciples thought it was too 
expensive, extravagant, and wasteful. Sometimes it takes something out of the ordinary, something 
impractical to show our gratitude, to offer encouragement. We know Jesus was encouraged. "She has done 
a beautiful thing to me," He said and then rewarded her with words that did more than compliment; they 
lifted her up. The incident is recorded for our benefit as well, for her example of encouragement is a lesson 
for us. Her selfless act of giving resulted in her being encouraged in her faith, even as she had encouraged 
her Lord. 

This account truly illustrates Proverbs 11:25. "Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters 
will himself be watered." As Christians, we should give without reservation, without expectation of receiving 
anything in return. However, our gracious God, Who loves us so much, thrills to reward us. He has put within 
us the joy of giving and finding reward in another's pleasure. 
 
Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, as you are generous with me, grant me the joy of giving. Amen. 
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Tuesday 
Giving from the Heart 
 

Scripture: “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 
 

In God’s Word, we find many examples of people who gave faithfully, generously, and joyfully. In 2 
Corinthians 8:1-5, Paul uses the Macedonians as an example of people who, in their extreme poverty, gave 
beyond their ability. Because of the famine in Macedonia at the time, they didn’t have a surplus to give 
from; however, they put God first and trusted in him to provide. Out of overflowing joy, they gave from 
their hearts. 

For another example of giving from the heart, we can look at the account of the Widow’s Offering found in 
Luke 21:1-4. In this story, the Pharisees gave from their excess and for recognition, whereas the widow 
quietly dropped in two small copper coins, which was all she had. She gave from the heart. From this 
sacrificial gift, it is evident that she placed her total trust in God. She was relying on him for her future care. 
Although the Pharisees gave larger gifts than the widow, they were chastised for having hardened hearts. 
Even though the widow gave only a small gift, Jesus praised her for her generosity because he knew she 
gave from a loving heart. 

A third illustration of one giving from the heart is Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10). When Jesus changed Zacchaeus’ 
heart, he cheerfully gave away half of what he had and four times to those from whom he had cheated. 
Before he met Jesus, his money was his god so he hoarded it. With a changed heart, he gave generously and 
joyfully. 

God wants our giving to come from hearts filled with gratitude for who God is and for all that he has done 
and continues to do for us. As we spend time in God’s Word and participate often in the Lord’s Table, our 
attitudes toward giving will change from seeing it as an obligation to being a privilege. May God fill our 
hearts with gratitude so we can experience the joy of giving to our Lord and Savior. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, open my eyes to opportunities to share what I’ve been given by you with others. Amen. 

 

Wednesday 
Overcoming Selfishness 
 

Scripture: “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that 
you need, you will abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).  
 
By nature, we are selfish people. At an early age, we voice our selfishness with the word “Mine!” 
Unfortunately, this selfish attitude often carries forward into our adult years. Many people live with the 
attitude, “What is mine is mine, and I’m going to keep it.” Because of our selfishness, we look at life in 
terms of our money, our things, and our achievements. We focus on ourselves and give little thought to 
those around us. 

A selfish attitude is obviously not conducive to giving joyfully. Believing that we need and deserve all we 
have, we have little interest in giving generously. Because of our sinful, self-oriented natures, we fail to 
exercise generosity in our daily lives. The Bible depicts our fallen condition: “. . . for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). As self-centered people, we accumulate things for ourselves. When 
God changes our hearts, though, our selfishness is no longer an obstacle to our giving. With hearts right 
with God, we acknowledge God as the owner of all things and trust in Jesus rather than our money for our 
security and salvation. By the working of the Holy Spirit through his Word, God can remove our selfishness. 
 
Prayer: Dear Father in Heaven, I pray for a giving spirit. Enable me to give joyfully and generously. Amen. 
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Thursday 
Giving Honors God 
 

Scripture: “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:11). 
 

God wants us to honor him with the first portion of our incomes. He exhorts us to give in proportion to how 
we are blessed. He encourages us to give regularly and cheerfully. He wants us to excel in the grace of giving. 
God tells us that our giving tests the sincerity of our hearts and that it is more blessed to give than to receive. 
Through our giving, we worship and honor God, and, through our faithful giving, God blesses us. 

When we give to God first, he is honored. We dishonor him when we give our leftovers and when we give 
haphazardly. In Proverbs 3:9 we read, “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your 
produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.” Because most 
of us don’t farm for a living, we don’t give the first fruits or the first portion of our crops, but we can give 
the first fruits of our incomes. In an agricultural society, the first part of the crops was given before farmers 
had harvested the rest of their crops. They truly trusted that God would provide as they gave the first part 
to him. God asks us, too, to place our faith and trust in him to provide for us as we give the first part of our 
incomes as well. God promises his people that he will bless them if they give faithfully and generously. In 
Malachi, God tells us that he wants to be put to the test by our giving, so he can prove to us that he is faithful 
in his promises. 

Satan, the world, and our flesh tell us we should spend our money on ourselves and give only minimally, if 
at all. As you prayerfully consider what you will give, ask God for a joyful and generous heart. 
 
Prayer: Lord, thank you for your faithfulness to me. Help me show my faithfulness through my giving. Amen. 

   

Friday  
The Spiritual Discipline of Giving 
 

Scripture: “On the first day of each week, each of you is to put something aside…” (1 Corinthians 16:2). 
 

Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). We receive much joy from giving. Through 
the discipline of faithful giving, we give witness to our relationship with the Lord. In our giving, we 
acknowledge Who God is and what he has done for us. 

Giving requires discipline. Discipline is the key for success in every area of life. God’s people become more 
faithful in their giving through spiritual discipline. With God’s help, we can develop a discipline of systematic 
giving. Putting God first in the managing and giving of our money is a part of the stewardship journey of 
faith. 

In practicing the spiritual discipline of giving, we learn to make giving a priority. Jesus said, “For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). Money goes to what we love most or, in 
Matthew’s words, to where our hearts are. By making out the first check to the Lord’s work, we affirm that 
Jesus is our treasure. Our gifts represent our love and gratitude to him. We also learn to give cheerfully (2 
Corinthians 9:7), not begrudging the offerings we bring to the Lord. We learn to be faithful in our giving, 
making it a priority, and providing consistency in our stewardship lifestyle (1 Corinthians 16:2). By giving our 
money, we break the grip that money can have on us, freeing us to be devoted, instead, to our Lord. 

Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, forgive me when I’ve not given faithfully. Grant me a giving spirit. Amen. 


